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ourselves are impure and cowardly, we look upon officers and every
policeman as our enemy. If we cast off fear, we would cease to
fear policemen, whether in plain clothes or in uniform and would
not be misled by anyone. We want to fight relying wholly on
soul-force. This strength no one can give us. God alone can grant
it. Let us overcome our weaknesses and we shall have won swaraj,

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 27-11-1921

214.   NOTES
REVERSE OF TRUTH

The Government of Bombay has contradicted my statement1
to the effect that the police and the military took sides during the
recent trouble and that not they but the citizens restored peace.
I am sorry for the contradiction. I was unprepared for it. I
must add to my charges a third now to complete the picture. The
police or the military were powerless to protect the life and pro-
perty of the citizens. On the seventeenth I observed that they
could not prevent tram-cars and motors from being burnt. They
could not prevent the liquor shop in Bhindi Bazar from being
reduced to ashes. Nor did they do better on eighteenth or
nineteenth. Incendiarism and looting went on unchecked. When
anybody applied for protection, he was flatly told that they
could not spare any more men, all hands being occupied in con-
nection with the welcome to the Prince.

Gould the police $nd the military possibly restore peace when
they were able to protect none and nothing in the disturbed area ?
The credit for restoration of peace is not claimed for non-co-
operators alone. I claim it for both co-operators and non-co-
operators, for Hindus, Mussulmans, Parsis and Christians including
Englishmen. If all the peace-loving citizens had not joined, order
could not have been restored. I claim the credit for Mian Chhotani.
On the 20th instant but for Sir Pheroze Shethna who succeeded
in inducing the military to stay their hands, a crowd would
have been fired upon whereas it was dispersed within five minutes
by the efforts of Dr. Pavri and Mr. Banker. I can multiply in-
stances of such dispersal on behalf of the citizens irrespective of
creed or party. Mrs. Naidu was often asked by the military to

1 Vide "A Deep Stain", 18-11-1921.
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